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Principal Goal

It 1s the principal goal of the Leelanau General Plan to
establish a strategy for guiding growth that protects and,
where possible, enhances the unique character of life on the
peninsula. To that end, the General Plan focuses on
balancing environmental protection, resource management,
and economic development so as to provide a foundation
for a suitable economy that permits long term prosperity for
all present and future Leelanau County residents.

The balance so achieved should not sacrifice environmental
quality when reasonable and prudent development alterna-
tives exist. This plan recognizes that a healthy economy de-
pends on a healthy environment. Achievement of this goal
means protecting the mtegrity of the land base for use by
present generations without unnecessarily compromising
the options of future generations.



Welcomel

This document is the second update to the Leelanau General Plan, which was first approved on
July 11, 1994 by the Leelanau County Planning Commission, and on May 1, 1995 by the Lee-
lanau County Board of Commissioners.

The Leelanau County Planning Commission, along with the Planning and Community Develop-
ment office, agree that it will be time to do a major revision of this Plan, which must be completed
in 2010.

The reader of this document should fully familiarize themselves with the “Principal Goal” of the
General Plan. It is the fountainhead from which all else flows.

The County Planning Commission suggests then reading Chapters 12, 13, 14, and 15. After that,
read the rest of the document, always keeping in mind the components of the Principal Goal.

The County Planning Commission understands that this is a somewhat complicated document,
and in response to that concern, the Planning and Community Development office will be creating
a more “user friendly” summary of the Plan, in a display media format.

The Leelanau General Plan and its several revisions are the result of many hours of hard work
by many citizens of Leelanau County, and County employees. We are forever grateful for these
past efforts, and for those in the future.

The Leelanau General Plan is a living document, which is required to be reviewed and updated
at least once every five years. It is a process that never ends. Timely reviews, updates, and major
revisions are all necessary in order for this Plan to remain a relevant and useful document, to ad-
dress this County’s future land use, and preserve what is best and most desirable about Lee-
lanau County for future generations.

Sincerely,

Eric Winkelman
Chair, and on behalf of the Leelanau County Planning Commission:

Ken Dezur, Martin Gallagher, Gerald Gorte, David Hanawalt, Frank Hayes, Joan Jackson, Greg
Julian, Jim Lautner, Tom MacDonald,
Karen Paulus, Chris Smith, Kathy Turner

Leelanau County Planning and Community Development
Trudy Galla, Planning Director
Karen Gleason, Secretary
Sarah Lucas, Senior Planner
Ron Crummel, Housing Coordinator
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DEDICATION

This General Plan is dedicated to the present and future generations of the Leelanau Peninsula. The
Plan is dedicated to the belief that the current residents of the county hold the Peninsulaiin trust, with
aresponsibility to pass it on to future generations in at least as good a condition as we received it
from those who came before us. It is further dedicated with thanks for the generous labor, credtive
thoughts, and commitment of the hundreds of citizens who contributed to this effort.



LEELANAU GENERAL PLAN
Background and Summary

The Leelanau General Plan, created through a public process involving many hours of citizen in-
volvement, sets forth the needs and priorities for maintaining and improving the quality of life on the
Leelanau Peninsula. This update, begun in 2002, is the third update to the Plan, which was first ap-
proved on July 11, 1994 by the Leelanau County Planning Commission and on May 1, 1995 by the
Leelanau County Board of Commissioners. The Leelanau General Plan is a living document, which
must be reviewed and updated at least once every 5 years. A major revision is anticipated for 2010.
Timely reviews, updates, and major revisions are all necessary in order for this plan to remain a rele-
vant and useful document, that will assist in the preservation of the best and most desirable ele-
ments of Leelanau County.

The background and findings of the Leelanau General Plan identify development, environmental
protection, and economic development as the most pressing issues facing the County.

Uncontrolled development may erode some of the most prized elements of the County —
its scenic beauty, rural character, and high environmental quality.

Monitoring the quality of the Peninsula’s water, land, and other natural resources is cru-
cial to maintaining the high quality of life that the County currently enjoys.

The geographic location of the County has created an economy that has difficulty sustain-
ing year-round employment, particularly for younger residents. Coordination of economic
development and adequate housing opportunities will be necessary to address this issue
as the County grows.

The Plan recognizes that to successfully address any of these issues, a balance must be achieved
between all of them. The Plan further acknowledges that this balance can only be achieved with co-
ordination between multiple units of government and their citizens.

The Leelanau General Plan is a complex document, intended to serve as a foundation for planning
on the Peninsula. A great deal of background information, policy guidelines, and recommendations
are provided to assist citizens and governments in research and decision-making in land use issues.
To assist with the use of the document, the Leelanau County Planning Commission suggests that
readers first familiarize themselves with the Principal Goal of the Plan, found at the beginning of the
document and on page 7 of the Preface. The Principal Goal serves as the foundation and rationale
behind the policy recommendations found throughout the Plan.

The Leelanau General Plan, and its several revisions, are the result of many hours of hard work by
many citizens of Leelanau County. The County Planning Commission would like to thank all those
involved in the creation of this document, as well as the readers of the Plan, for their involvement in
and commitment to the Leelanau Peninsula.



